
Renovation
Review

Fall 2006  •  Volume 12  •  Number 1

Cheryl and Dave Frey's house was 
built in 1890, and when they bought 
it 15 years ago they knew they had 
lots of work to do. The exterior walls 
and roof had little or no insulation, 
the rooms were rather small and 
dark, and the kitchen - last renovat-
ed in the 1950s - lacked cupboard 
space and needed updating.

Instead of gutting the whole house 
before they moved in, the Freys de-
cided to tackle one room at a time. 
Cheryl recalls, ªWe did the living/
dining room ourselves but because of 
the time involved in the other renova-
tions we turned to Menno S. Martin.º

Working with Trent Bauman, they 
started with the Master Bedroom. Trent 
and the Menno Martin crew took out 
two walls to make a larger room with 
a walk-in closet and access to a private 
balcony. The next project was enlarg-
ing the main  ̄oor bathroom.

The largest project to date has been 
the addition to the back of the house. 
ªIt's my favourite room,º beams 
Cheryl. ªIt's got a ® replace, skylights 

and plenty of windows, which make 
it such a bright and cheery room. I 
spend all my time there, and have 
my watercolour and quilting area in 
one of the corners. I love all the light 
when I want to paint.º 

Cheryl is very happy with the pro-
cess they've taken to work on one 
room at a time. ªAs we live in the 
house, we've gotten a feel for what 
we wanted to do with it. As each 
room takes shape, I live with it for a 
while, and then I know better what 
I'd like for the next step.º

Trent agrees that there are advantages 
for the homeowner when they take the 
major renovation process step by step. 
ªBudget wise, doing a whole home 
renovation in smaller projects is more 
manageable. Sometimes you need a 
break, so the process can stop for a 
time. It's less disruptive as well, espe-
cially if you're living in the house. 

Work will begin  on the last major area 
of the house this fall. ªCheryl has been 
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We are so pleased with our new ad-
dition, and we are so very pleased we 
hired Menno S. Martin to build it.

Thank you for the excellence, care, 
and timeliness of your workmanship. 
We hail your praises to all who come 
through our door.

We tell lots of stories about the con-
struction process and they always 
include tales of Roger's leadership, 
skill and unbelievable work pace. 
Our worries were eased in Roger's 
presence and in his work. It was clear 
from the start we were in good hands 
and that he cared about our project. 
Care is priceless. Roger rocks!

ªTerri® cº Tom was courteous and 
very strong, with a wonderful hearty 
laugh.

ªExcellentº Ed, who was there the 
longest, absolutely shone in his hard 
word, attention to detail, excel-
lent carpentry skills, assistance, and 
coaching: When Ed saw me starting 
to re® nish my father's workbench, he 
insisted I do it ªproperly.º With Ed's 
coaching, we now have a nicely re-
® nished workbench, a dear memento 
of my father's life and a great work 
space.

It was a pleasure to have many oth-
er members of your team lending a 
hand in our house: Dave, Clare, Ross, 
Larry, and the two Scotts. Thanks too, 
to Wendy and Marlene for their assis-
tance from the of® ce.

Your most potent weapon, however, 
is Sean Davis - ªChivalrousº Sean. We 
never dreamed we would laugh so 
much during a process that everyone 
told us would cause a divorce. Sean 
totally distracted us from worrying 
because he gave us so much to laugh 
about. Much as I think he should go 
into stand-up comedy, it would be 
too great a loss for Menno S. Martin.

We are grateful for Mark's skill as a 
manager. Mark's response to follow-
up issues has been exceptional and 
we thank him for that and for seeing 
our project through from the start.

You run a very special ship.

Sue Smith and Jeff Bird

FROM THE MAIL BOX...Welcome Art Janzen
Art Janzen is the newest addition to the 
Menno S. Martin Management Team. 
With experience in admin-
istration, marketing, graphic 
design and management, 
as well as a keenness for an 
ever-changing world of tech-
nology; he is sure to keep our 
processes in line and current 
in his work with us as Opera-
tions Manager.

Art maintains and oversees 
our extensive safety program 
ensuring that every time we 
start a project the utmost care will be tak-
en to provide a safe work environment 

for our team of craftsmen and you as the 
client. He is very detail oriented and a 

creative thinker and divides 
his time between the of® ce, 
working with our manage-
ment team on various proj-
ects; ensuring safety in the 
® eld and expanding our cli-
ent base.

Quality time with family and 
friends is de® nitely a priority 
and when the weather is just 
right, Art can be found cruis-
ing around Waterloo Region 

on his motorcycle, with his daughter 
hanging on behind him!

THE PERFECT HOME
very patient, while we work on other areas 
of the house,º admits Trent. ªThe Kitchen is 
her ® nal dream.º

ªWe always knew that Cheryl wanted to 
do the kitchen, and so we discussed all 
the implications of the family room addi-
tion. The time we spent planning means 
we won't have to undo something that 

we've just done. And doing the whole 
house one room at a time will give the 
Freys a better ® t in the end.º

Cheryl has already chosen most of the 
colours, cabinets and hardware for the 
new kitchen - from the comfort of her 
new family room. All there is left to do is 
plan the ® rst meal - a ® fteen year dream 
that is now so close that she can taste it!

ONE ROOM AT A TIME
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LEFT A twelve foot wide patio 
door, topped with a Palladian 
window is a main feature of this 
family room addition. Skylights 
and windows on two other sides 
of the room ensure maximum 
daylight ! lls the room. The colour 
scheme was drawn from the ce-
ramic tile, which the homeowner 
chose ! rst. “It was a gut feeling; 
I knew I wanted that tile as soon 
as I saw it. The rest of the colours 
and ! nishes came easily after 
that.”

BELOW AND BOTTOM The two 
smaller ‘lean-to’ additions were 
removed, and a full depth base-
ment was dug around an earlier 
addition, which was maintained. 
A large deck extends the living 
space.
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